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(57) ABSTRACT

A circuit configuration includes a first input for inputting a
first set of digital input data, an output for outputting digital
output data, and a control input for receiving a control signal.
At least two register units are provided and the circuit con-
figuration is designed to write, as a function of the control
signal, into a first register unit optionally at least a part of the
first set of input data or of the second set of digital input data
and to write into a second register unit optionally atleast a part
of'the first set of input data or of the second set of input data.

15 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
CIRCUIT CONFIGURATION FOR
SELECTING AND OUTPUTTING DIGITAL
INPUT DATA AND OPERATING METHOD
FOR SAME

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a circuit configuration
including a first input for inputting a first set of digital input
data, an output for outputting digital output data, and a control
input for receiving a control signal. A circuit configuration of
the type mentioned above is known in the form of a shift
register, for example.

The present invention furthermore relates to an operating
method for a circuit configuration of the type mentioned
above.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the present invention to improve a circuit
configuration and an operating method for a circuit configu-
ration in such a way that an increased protection is achieved
against cryptographic attacks, in particular against DPA (dif-
ferential power analysis) attacks.

This object is achieved according to the present invention
with the circuit configuration of the type mentioned at the
outset in that at least two register units are provided and in that
the circuit configuration is designed to write, as a function of
the control signal, a) into a first register unit optionally at least
a part of the first set of input data or of a second set of digital
input data and to write b) into a second register unit optionally
at least a part of the first set of input data or of the second set
of input data.

By using two register units into which different data may
be optionally written, a complex energy and emission signa-
ture of electromagnetic waves of the circuit configuration is
advantageously achieved, so that an analysis of the power
consumption and/or of electromagnetic emissions does not
allow for direct conclusions regarding the processed (i.e.,
written) data. In one specific embodiment, the register units
are essentially constructed in the same manner and are physi-
cally situated directly next to each other, which is particularly
advantageous.

The circuit configuration according to the present inven-
tion may be used—analogously to a conventional memory
register or shift register—for buffering digital data words of
an arbitrary data width and the like, for example, and is
suitable, in particular, for integration into cryptographic sys-
tems which must meet high requirements with regard to DPA
hardening.

In one advantageous specific embodiment, it is provided
that the circuit configuration has a second input for inputting
the second set of digital input data. These data may be stored
analogously to the first set of digital data which represent the
payload data to be stored, for example. In contrast to the
payload data, the second set of input data is, however, only
provided to shroud the processing of the payload data in the
circuit configuration. For this reason, the second set of input
data are preferably not correlated to the payload data. The
second set of input data may be supplied to the circuit con-
figuration through an external unit, e.g., a source of (pseudo)
random numbers or the like. It is also conceivable to derive
the second set of input data from the payload data in such a
way that it is difficult to predict, in particular with the aid of a
deterministic process.

Alternatively to supplying the second set of input data via
the second input, it may also be provided in another specific
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2

embodiment that a unit for generating the second set of digital
input data is situated in the circuit configuration itself. In this
case, a second input is not necessary, but instead the second
set of input data may be generated locally in the circuit con-
figuration, e.g., from the first set of input data (payload data)
or also with the aid of a data source (noise source, (pseudo)
random generator).

In one particularly advantageous specific embodiment, the
circuit configuration is designed to carry out writing pro-
cesses onto the register units simultaneously, in particular
synchronously to the control signal, so that the logic state
transitions of the individual register units or their components
overlap, thus further increasing the level of protection.

In another specific embodiment, the writing processes onto
the register units do not necessarily have to be carried out
simultaneously. The utilization of the second set of digital
input data rather already makes it possible to render crypto-
graphic attacks more difficult, since it is made possible in this
way to load in advance nontrivial data contents, for example,
such as (pseudo) random numbers and the like, prior to writ-
ing the first set of input data, which is to be protected, into the
register in a subsequent step. This makes it more difficult to
trace the state changes of individual bit locations of the reg-
ister.

In another particularly preferred specific embodiment, it is
provided that the circuit configuration has a first multiplexer
unit which may be acted on by the first and the second sets of
input data, and which outputs at least parts of the first or of the
second set of input data to the first register unit as a function
of the control signal or of a signal derived from the control
signal.

In another particularly preferred specific embodiment, it is
provided that the circuit configuration has a second multi-
plexer unit which may be acted on by the first and the second
sets of input data, and which outputs at least parts of the first
or of the second set of input data to the second register unit as
a function of the control signal or of a signal derived from the
control signal.

In another particularly preferred specific embodiment, it is
provided that the circuit configuration has a third multiplexer
unit which may be acted on by an output signal of the first
register unit and by an output signal of the second register unit
and which is designed to output the output signal of the first
register unit or the output signal of the second register unit, in
particular to the output of the circuit configuration, as a func-
tion of the control signal or of a signal derived from the
control signal.

In another particularly preferred specific embodiment, it is
provided that a negated control signal is suppliable to the first
and the third multiplexer units and the control signal is sup-
pliable to the second multiplexer unit.

As another aspect of the present invention, a data register is
provided, in particular for implementing a ShiftRows func-
tion according to the Advanced Encryption Standard (AES),
the data register having at least one circuit configuration
according to the present invention. This makes it possible to
advantageously provide a data register which is particularly
DPA hardened and which is preferably suitable for integra-
tion into cryptographic devices, such as encryption units, etc.

In another specific embodiment, the circuit configuration
according to the present invention may be used to replace
and/or supplement conventional data registers in order to
harden them against DPA attacks. In addition to the utilization
of'the circuit configuration according to the present invention
for the purpose of constructing registers for AES algorithms
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or parts thereof, the circuit configuration according to the
present invention may generally be used to provide a DPA
hardened register.

In another specific embodiment, the circuit configuration
according to the present invention may be expanded to
include control inputs such as “write enable” and/or “clear”
and/or “set” in order to further increase the usability and the
flexibility.

Other features, possible applications, and advantages of
the present invention are derived from the following descrip-
tion of exemplary embodiments of the present invention,
which are illustrated in the figures of the drawing. All features
described or illustrated represent the object of the present
invention alone or in any arbitrary combination, regardless of
their recapitulation in the patent claims or their back-refer-
ence, and regardless of their wording in the description or
illustration in the drawing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically shows a circuit configuration accord-
ing to one specific embodiment.

FIG. 2 schematically shows a data register according to one
specific embodiment.

FIG. 3 shows a simplified flow chart of one specific
embodiment of the method according to the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 schematically shows a circuit configuration accord-
ing to the present invention according to one specific embodi-
ment. Circuit configuration 100 has a first input 110a for
inputting first set of digital input data d_i1. First set of digital
input data d_il may have an arbitrary word width, in the
present case 8 bits being assumed as an example. In general,
word or data widths of 1 bit to 256 bits or more are conceiv-
able. Circuit configuration 100 furthermore has a second
input 1105 for inputting second set of digital input data d_i2.
As far as the data width is concerned, the same applies as
mentioned above with regard to first set of digital input data
d_il. Input data d_il, d_i2 may also have different bit widths.

As is apparent from FIG. 1, circuit configuration 100 also
has a first multiplexer unit 102a which is connected on its
input side to the two inputs 110a, 1105. In this way, it is
possible to select in multiplexer unit 1024 as a function of
control signal s' which one of the input signals is output at the
output of multiplexer unit 102a: a first input signal which
corresponds to first set of input data d_il from the first input
or a second input signal which corresponds to second set of
input data d_i2 from the second input. This means that
depending on the signal form of control signal s', one of the
two input signals d_il, d_i2 or at least parts thereof is/are
output to register unit 104a which is situated downstream
from first multiplexer unit 102a. The data width of the data
path between components 102a, 104a preferably corresponds
to the data width of input signals d_il, d_i2.

As is also apparent from FIG. 1, circuit configuration 100
has a second multiplexer unit 10256 which is connected on its
input side to the two inputs 110a, 1105. In this way, it is
possible to select in multiplexer unit 1026 as a function of
control signal s which one of the input signals is output at the
output of multiplexer unit 1024: a first input signal which
corresponds to first set of input data d_il from the first input
or a second input signal which corresponds to second set of
input data d_i2 from the second input. This means that
depending on the signal form of control signal s, one of the
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two input signals d_il, d_i2 or at least parts thereof is/are
output to register unit 1045 which is situated downstream
from second multiplexer unit 1025. The data width of the data
path between components 10256, 1045 preferably corresponds
to the data width of input signals d_il, d_i2.

In one preferred specific embodiment, control signal s' for
first multiplexer unit 102a corresponds to negated or inverted
control signal s for second multiplexer unit 1025. In this way,
it is advantageously ensured that the two multiplexer units
102a, 1025 each output different input data or signals to
register units 104a, 1045 which are situated downstream from
them. This means, in particular, that the same data will never
be written into both register units 104a, 1045 at the same time,
thus resulting in an increased protection against DPA attacks.

In other words, during one writing cycle, data are written
into both register units 104a, 1045 according to one specific
embodiment, one register unit receiving data which originate
from input signal d_il and the other register unit receiving
data which originate from input signal d_i2.

A third multiplexer unit 106 is connected to one output of
each of register units 104a, 1045 (data width, for example,
again as in the case of input data, e.g., 8 bits) at its two inputs
which are not denoted here in greater detail, so that output
signals 01, 02 of register units 104a, 1045 may be optionally
output at the output of third multiplexer unit 106 as a function
of control signal s' acting on multiplexer unit 106. As is
apparent from FIG. 1, the output of multiplexer unit 106 is
directly connected to an output 120 of circuit configuration
100, so that output signal d_o of circuit configuration 100
corresponds to the output signal of multiplexer unit 106.

Particularly preferably, multiplexer units 102a, 106 are
controlled by the same control signal s' in the configuration
described above, whereby it is advantageously ensured that
data which correspond to first set of input data d_il are output
at output 120 and not, for example, second set of input data
d_i2 or an undefined combination of the two sets of input data
d_il, d_i2.

Nevertheless, the internal processing of input data d_il,
d_i2 advantageously takes place synchronously in circuit
configuration 100, so that the logic states or state transitions
which represent first input signal d_il are advantageously
superimposed by those which are assigned to the second set of
input data, whereby—independently of the technology used
for the concrete implementation (e.g., CMOS)—the data pro-
cessing of input data d_il is advantageously shrouded in the
circuit configuration.

It is preferred that the second set of input data d_i2 is
preferably not correlated to the payload data d_il. Second set
of input data d_i2 may be supplied to circuit configuration
100 through an external unit (not shown), e.g., through a
source of (pseudo) random numbers or the like. It is also
conceivable to derive second set of input data d_i2 from the
payload data in a way which is difficult to predict.

Alternatively to supplying second set of input datad_i2 via
second input 1105, it may also be provided in another specific
embodiment that a unit 140 for generating second set of
digital input data d_i2 is situated in circuit configuration 100
itself, cf. dashed rectangle 140 in FIG. 1. In this case, a second
input 1105 is not needed, but instead the second set of input
data may be generated locally in circuit configuration 100,
e.g., from the first set of input data (payload data) or also with
the aid of a data source (noise source, (pseudo) random gen-
erator). In this case, unit 140 provides second set of input data
d_i2 for both multiplexer units 102a, 1025.

Control signal s may be supplied to circuit configuration
100 via a separate input 130. Control signal s may be advan-
tageously inverted internally in circuit configuration 100 to
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obtain both signals s, s' for the operation of circuit configu-
ration 100 or of its components 102a, 10254, 106.

FIG. 3 shows a simplified flow chart of a specific embodi-
ment of the method according to the present invention. In a
first step 200, circuit configuration 100 (FIG. 1) receives both
sets of digital input data d_i1, d_i2. In a subsequent step 210,
received input data d_il, d_i2 are written into register units
104a, 1045 in a way as defined by multiplexer units 1024,
1024 or their activation with the aid of signals s, s' and read out
again by multiplexer unit 106, and output at output 120 of
circuit configuration 100.

FIG. 2 shows a data register 1000 which is in particular
designed to implement the ShiftRows function according to
the Advanced Encryption Standard (AES). Information
regarding AES is apparent from “Federal Information; Pro-
cessing Standards Publication 197; Nov. 26, 2001; Announc-
ing the ADVANCED ENCRYPTION STANDARD (AES)”
and are retrievable on the Internet (World Wide Web) at
“http://csrc.nist.gov/publications/fips/fips 197/fips-197.pdf.”
Information regarding the ShiftRows function is included
there in section 5.1.2, page 17.

Data register 1000 according to FIG. 2 has an input 1010
for inputting digital data, e.g., having a data width of 32 bits
in the present case. Data register 1000 furthermore has an
output 1020 having a data width of 32 bits for outputting
digital data.

As is apparent from FIG. 2, the 32-bit wide input data are
divided up into 8-bit words and supplied to circuit configu-
rations 100a, 1005, 100¢, 1004 which are designed according
to the present invention and each have a structure 100 accord-
ing to FIG. 1, for example.

A first processing branch 1100 thus has a circuit configu-
ration 1004 which is designed according to the present inven-
tion as well as three conventional memory registers Reg
which are designed identically to one another. This first pro-
cessing branch 1100 thus implements the AES ShiftRows
function described above for the first line of the document,
quoted above, in the state as illustrated in FIG. 8.

A second processing branch 1200 has a circuit configura-
tion 1005 which is designed according to the present inven-
tion as well as three conventional memory registers Reg
which are designed identically to one another and several
multiplexers M. This second processing branch 1200 thus
implements the AES ShiftRows function described above for
the second line of the document, quoted above, in the state as
illustrated in FIG. 8.

The other branches of structure 1000, which are not
denoted in greater detail in FIG. 2, accordingly implement the
AES ShiftRows function for the third and the fourth lines of
the AES state.

Theutilization of circuit configuration 100 or 100a through
100d according to the present invention for AES data register
1000 is particularly advantageous, since the protection of
AES data register 1000 against DPA attacks is significantly
increased thereby. Particularly advantageously, a significant
DPA hardening is already achieved if four circuit configura-
tions 100a, . . ., 100d according to the present invention are
used, whereas other registers Reg are designed in a conven-
tional manner.

Particularly advantageously, common multiplexers and/or
flip-flop types (e.g., for the data registers)—such as the ones
included in standard libraries for logic gates—may be used
for the construction of the circuit configuration according to
the present invention.

The circuit configuration according to the present inven-
tion may advantageously be used directly as a replacement for
conventional registers in order to subject an arbitrary target
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6

system, which contained conventional registers so far, to a
DPA hardening. In particular, conventional registers of arith-
metic units (e.g., CPU registers) may also be replaced by the
circuit configuration according to the present invention.

In another advantageous specific embodiment, a “write
enable” control input may also be provided for the circuit
configuration. In one preferred specific embodiment, both
register units 104a, 1045 may be written into when control
input “write enable” is activated. Otherwise, the contents of
register units 104a, 1045 remain unchanged.

What is claimed is:

1. A circuit configuration, comprising:

a first input for inputting a first set of digital input data;

an output for outputting digital output data;
a control input for receiving a control signal; and
at least a first register unit and a second register unit,
wherein:
the circuit configuration writes, as a function of the
control signal, in the first register unit at least a part of
one of the first set of input data and a second set of
input data, and

the circuit configuration writes into the second register
unit at least a part of one of the first set of input data
and the second set of input data;

wherein the circuit configuration selects the digital output
data from outputs of'the first register unit and the second
register unit, and wherein register unit outputs corre-
sponding to the first set of input data are always selected
over register unit outputs corresponding to the second
set of input data.

2. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 1, further

comprising at least one of:

a second input for inputting the second set of input data;
and

a unit for generating the second set of input data.

3. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 1, wherein
the circuit configuration carries out writing processes onto the
first register unit and the second register unit simultaneously.

4. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 3, wherein
the writing processes are carried out synchronously to the
control signal.

5. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 1, further
comprising:

a first multiplexer unit capable of being acted on by the first
and the second sets of input data, the first multiplexer
outputting at least parts of one of the first set of input data
and the second set of input data to the first register unit as
a function of one of the control signal and a signal
derived from the control signal.

6. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 5, further

comprising:

a second multiplexer unit capable of being acted on by the
first and the second sets of input data, the second multi-
plexer outputting at least parts of one of the first set of
input data and the second set of input data to the second
register unit as a function of one of the control signal and
the signal derived from the control signal.

7. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 6, further

comprising:

a third multiplexer unit capable of being acted on by an
output signal of the first register unit and by an output
signal of the second register unit, the third multiplexer
outputting the one of the output signal of the first register
unit and the output signal of the second register unit as a
function of one of the control signal and the signal
derived from the control signal.



US 9,343,122 B2

7

8. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 7, wherein
the third multiplexer outputs the one of the output signal of
the first register and the output signal of the second register to
the output of the circuit configuration.

9. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 7, wherein
the signal derived from the control signal is a negated control
signal suppliable to the first multiplexer unit and the third
multiplexer unit, and wherein the control signal is suppliable
to the second multiplexer unit.

10. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 1, wherein
the second set of digital input data is uncorrelated to the first
set of digital input data.

11. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 10,
wherein the second set of digital input data is generated by a
noise, random or pseudo random generator.

12. The circuit configuration as recited in claim 10,
wherein the second set of digital input data is generated
locally at the circuit configuration from the first set of digital
input data.

13. A data register, comprising:

at least one circuit configuration that includes:

a first input for inputting a first set of digital input data;
an output for outputting digital output data;
a control input for receiving a control signal; and
at least a first register unit and a second register unit,
wherein:
the circuit configuration writes, as a function of the
control signal, in the first register unit at least a part
of one of the first set of input data and a second set
of input data, and
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the circuit configuration writes into the second regis-
ter unit at least a part of one of the first set of input
data and the second set of input data;

wherein the circuit configuration selects the digital
output data from outputs of the first register unit
and the second register unit, and wherein register
unit outputs corresponding to the first set of input
data are always selected over register unit outputs
corresponding to the second set of input data.

14. The data register as recited in claim 13, wherein the data
register is for implementing a ShiftRows function according
to an Advanced Encryption Standard.

15. A method for operating a circuit configuration includ-
ing a first input for inputting a first set of digital input data, an
output for outputting digital output data, and a control input
for receiving a control signal, wherein at least two register
units are provided, the method comprising:

writing, as a function of the control signal, into a first

register unit at least a part of one of the first set of input
data and a second set of input data;

writing into a second register unit at least a part of one of

the first set of input data and the second set of input data;
and

selecting the digital output data from outputs of the first

register unit and the second register unit, and wherein
register unit outputs corresponding to the first set of
input data are always selected over register unit outputs
corresponding to the second set of input data.
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